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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The newly applied reference of Seely (US 
6,618,074) overcomes the arguments found on pages 9-12 regarding requesting data 
based on alarm recording and normal recording. Additionally, it is noted Handa is still 
being applied in the proceeding office action in order to teach the use of a web camera 
for surveillance systems. 

Remarks 

2. Claims 13-21 recite a method claim have been examined in regards to a 101 
rejection. The specification discloses components that provide communication beyond 
the capability of a human being to meaningfully receive using only human capabilities. 
The "normal recording step.." step inherently requires the use of a computer 
implemented processor. Thus the receiving step is tied to a particular processor and 
thus to a particular machine and is deemed statutory. 

3. Claims 1-12 have been cancelled by amendment July 29, 2009 and claims 13-21 
have been newly added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 13-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Seely 
et al (US 6,618,074) in view of Handa (US 7,250,964). 
[claim 13] 

In regard to Claim 13, Seely et al discloses an image storage and delivery method for 
recording and reproducing image data from a camera (Figure 1), the method 
comprising: 

• a normal recording step wherein an image received by the camera 

is recorded as first image data with a first image quality (Figure 8 shows the 
recording of content as further described in Column 10 Lines 25-26); 

• when an alarm occurs performing: 

• a requesting step wherein delivery of second image data representative of the 
image received by the camera before the alarm occurred is requested from the 
camera (Column 6 Lines 14-67 describes the requesting of a second image to be 
recorded based on an alarm that has been processed), and 

• an alarm recording step wherein the second image data from the camera is 
recorded with a second image quality without stopping the normal recording step, 
whereby the second image data and part of the first image data are 
representative of the image at the same time (Column 6 Lines 32-67 describes 
the alarm recording step wherein normal recording continues to record as well as 
processing alarm recording); and 
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• a reproduction step wherein, during reproduction of data representative of the 
image at said same time, the second image data, having a higher image quality 
than the first image data, is preferentially reproduced when an instruction for 
seamless playback is received from a user (Column 3 Lines 15-25 describes the 
need for the recording of data based on a higher image quality of an image for 
more preferred playback); however, fails to explicitly disclose the camera used in 
the system is a web camera. 

Handa teaches a surveillance system that provides a system monitoring an area using a 
web camera (figure 2 and described in Column 3 Lines 6-35). The system uses a web 
camera to further expand surveillance monitoring area and transmitting of data. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the surveillance system that provided alarm recording, as disclosed by 
Seeley et al, and further incorporate the system to have a web camera for surveillance, 
as taught by Handa, in order to allow for a more expansion surveillance monitoring 
system, 
[claim 14] 

In regard to Claim 14, Seeley et al discloses image storage and delivery method 
according to claim 13, further comprising: 

• temporarily storing the first image data from the camera in a first memory (Figure 
9 shows buffer memory 506a); and 

• temporarily storing the second image data from the camera in a second memory 
when the alarm occurs (Figure 9 shows memory 502 for storing additional data), 
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• wherein the first image data with the first image quality is recorded by storing the 
first image data from the first memory in a first storage area of a disk device with 
time line (Column 6 Lines 50+ describes the time line associate with recording 
images); however, fails to disclose 

o a time stamp and the second image data with the second image quality is 
recorded by storing the second image data from the second memory in a 
second area of the disk device with a time stamp, and 
o wherein the first or second image data is reproduced based on the time 
stamps. 

Handa teaches a surveillance system that provides additional monitoring and further 
comprising: 

o a time stamp and the second image data with the second image quality is 
recorded by storing the second image data from the second memory in a 
second area of the disk device with a time stamp (Figure 3 shows the 
storage of data based on packet information as further described in 
Column 4 Lines 23-47), and 
o wherein the first or second image data is reproduced based on the time 
stamps (Column 4 Lines 23-67 describes the use of packet data and 
timing information to provide reproduction of data). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the surveillance system that provided alarm recording, as disclosed by 
Seeley et al, and further incorporate the system to provide the data with timing 
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information, as taught by Handa, in order to allow for proper storage and retrieval of 

content. 

[claim 15] 

In regard to Claim 15, Seeley et al discloses image storage and delivery method 
according to claim 14, wherein the second image quality is an image quality of image 
data stored by the web camera for the recording of the second image data (Column 6 
Lines 40-67 describes the resolution of the images being processed and recorded), 
[claim 16] 

In regard to Claim 16, Seeley et al discloses an image storage and delivery method 
according to claim 15, wherein the image quality indicates at least one of a frame rate, a 
compression factor, and a resolution, and wherein the higher image quality indicates at 
least one of a higher frame rate, a lower compression factor and a higher resolution 
(Column 6 Lines 40-67 describes the resolution of the images being processed and 
recorded), 
[claim 17] 

In regard to Claim 17, Handa et al teaches an image storage and delivery method 
according to claim 16, wherein the first and second image data from the web camera is 
compressed by the web camera in an IP packet form (Column 3 Lines 1-67 describes 
the packet data being processed by the web camera). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the 
surveillance system that provided alarm recording, as disclosed by Seeley et al, and 
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further incorporate the system to provide the transmitting of data, as taught by Handa, 
providing the same motivation as discussed in Claim 13. 
[claim 18] 

In regard to Claim 18, Handa et al teaches an image storage and delivery method, 
wherein the first and second image data from the web camera includes still images 
compressed in a JPEG format or a corresponding format, and the first and second 
image data are recorded in a format for recording image data intermittently (Column 4 
Lines 1 1-61 describes the compressed images to JPEG format). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use 
the surveillance system that provided alarm recording, as disclosed by Seeley et al, and 
further incorporate the system to compressing of the images, as taught by Handa, 
providing the same motivation as discussed in Claim 13. 
[claim 19] 

In regard to Claim 19, Seeley et al discloses an image storage and delivery method for 
recording and reproducing image data further comprising: 

• a first memory and second memory (Figure 8 shows video buffer and mass 
memory that are separate memory mediums) 

the image storage and delivery method comprising: 

• a first requesting step wherein when the request of delivery of first image data is 
received by a camera or when a predetermined timing occurs, image data is 
transmitted from the first memory and record as the first image data with a first 
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image quality (Column 6 Lines 14-67 describes the requesting of a second image 
to be recorded based on an alarm that has been processed), and 

• a normal recording step wherein an image received by the camera 

is recorded as first image data with a first image quality (Figure 8 shows the 
recording of content as further described in Column 10 Lines 25-26); 

• when an alarm occurs performing 

o a first requesting step wherein delivery of second image data 

representative of the image received by the camera before the alarm 
occurred is requested from the camera (Column 6 Lines 14-67 describes 
the requesting of a second image to be recorded based on an alarm that 
has been processed), 

o an alarm recording step wherein the second image data from the camera 
is recorded with a second image quality without stopping the normal 
recording step, whereby the second image data and part of the first image 
data are representative of the image at the same time (Column 6 Lines 
32-67 describes the alarm recording step wherein normal recording 
continues to record as well as processing alarm recording); and 

o a reproduction step wherein, during reproduction of data representative of 
the image at said same time, the second image data, having a higher 
image quality than the first image data, is preferentially reproduced when 
an instruction for seamless playback is received from a user (Column 3 
Lines 15-25 describes the need for the recording of data based on a 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,454 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2621 

higher image quality of an image for more preferred playback); however, 
fails to explicitly disclose the camera used in the system is a web camera; 
however, fails to disclose a web camera comprising: 

■ an encoder for compressing and encoding an image received by 
the web camera at a predetermined frame rate and outputting the 
encoded compressed signal as image data, 

■ a first memory for storing a latest one frame of the outputted image 
data or a plurality of frames of the outputted image data which are 
intermittently recorded, and 

■ a second memory for storing the outputted image data over a 
predetermined time period at an alarm recording rate 

Handa teaches a surveillance system that provides a system monitoring an area using a 
web camera (figure 2 and described in Column 3 Lines 6-35) further comprising: 

■ an encoder for compressing and encoding an image received by 
the web camera at a predetermined frame rate and outputting the 
encoded compressed signal as image data (Figure 2 codec 38 
provides an encoder), 

■ a first memory for storing a latest one frame of the outputted image 
data or a plurality of frames of the outputted image data which are 
intermittently recorded, and a second memory for storing the 
outputted image data over a predetermined time period at an alarm 
recording rate (Figure 3 shows two memory areas on a recording 
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medium which allows for alarm recording and normal recording and 
as described in Column 6 Lines 14+ recording can occur in two 
separate areas for alarm and regular recording). 
Handa teaches a surveillance system that provides a system monitoring an area using a 
web camera (figure 2 and described in Column 3 Lines 6-35). The system uses a web 
camera to further expand surveillance monitoring area and transmitting of data. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the surveillance system that provided alarm recording, as disclosed by 
Seeley et al, and further incorporate the system to have a web camera for surveillance, 
as taught by Handa, in order to allow for a more expansion surveillance monitoring 
system, 
[claim 20] 

In regard to Claim 20, Seeley et al discloses image storage and delivery method 
according to claim 13, wherein the second image quality is an image quality of image 
data stored by the web camera for the recording of the second image data (Column 6 
Lines 40-67 describes the resolution of the images being processed and recorded), 
[claim 21] 

In regard to Claim 21, Handa teaches an image storage and delivery method according 
to claim 13, wherein the reproduction step comprises: 

• comparing, a client terminal, a time stamp of a last acquired image in a 
reproduced image memory for a normal channel with a time stamp of a last 
acquired image in a reproduced image memory for an alarm channel (Column 4 
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Lines 49-67 describes the time information associated with each images being 
recorded); 

• if the time stamp of the last acquired image in the reproduced image memory for 
the alarm channel is judged to be later and if the time stamp of the last acquired 
image in the reproduced image memory for alarm channel is judged to indicate 
the same time as the time stamp of the last acquired image in the reproduced 
image memory for the normal channel, then first reading out, by the client 
terminal, the last acquired image from the reproduced image memory for the 
alarm channel, outputting the last acquired image to a monitor, and reproducing 
the image data (Column 5 Lines 1-44 describes the information acquired by the 
time stamp and the output for normal or alarm recording); 

• if the time stamp of the last acquired image in the reproduced image memory for 
the normal channel is judged to be later, then calculating, by the client terminal, a 
difference in time stamp between the latest acquired image and the last acquired 
image in the reproduced image memory for the alarm channel Column 5 Lines 1- 
44 describes the information acquired by the time stamp and the output for 
normal or alarm recording); 

• second reading out, by the client terminal, frame rate information given to the last 
acquired image in the reproduced image memory for the alarm channel as 
additional information, and calculating an alarm continuation decision value 
(Column 6 Lines 32-67 describes the frame rate associated with calculating 
alarm decision); 
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• comparing, by the client terminal, the difference calculated by the calculating step 
with the alarm continuation decision value calculated at the second reading out 
step (Column 6 Lines 33+ describes comparing the values for information to be 
read out); 

• if the difference is equal to or less than the continuation decision value, then first 
reading out, by the client terminal, the last acquired image from the reproduced 
image memory for the alarm channel, outputting the last acquired image to a 
monitor, and reproducing the image data the processing (Column 33-67 
describes the evaluation of the information); and 

• if the difference in time stamp is greater than the alarm continuation decision 
value, then third reading out the client terminal the last acquired image from the 
reproduced image memory for the normal channel, outputting the last acquired 
image to the monitor, and reproducing the image data (Column 6 Lines 10-67 
describes the providing the difference between information being processed). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the surveillance system that provided alarm recording, as disclosed by 
Seeley et al, and further incorporate the system to have a web camera for surveillance, 
as taught by Handa, in order to allow for a more expansion surveillance monitoring 
system. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMIE JO ATALA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7384. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,454 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2621 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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